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JO� STEWART TO HOST PROTEST AGAI�ST EXTREMISM 

Rally in Washington DC seeks to ‘Restore Sanity’ to American politics and news  

 

 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Emmy Award-winning comedian Jon Stewart has had enough. 

On October 30, 2010, he will join fellow satirist Steven Colbert to lead a protest called 

the Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear for those who, like him, are tired of the constant 

screaming and yelling that dominates today’s politics and news.  

The event will take place from noon to three o’clock on the National Mall in 

Washington, D.C.; the same location as recent political rallies by conservative Glenn 

Beck and liberal Rev. Al Sharpton. But unlike its predecessors, the Rally to Restore 

Sanity and/or Fear is neither liberal nor conservative. Instead, according to Stewart, a 

great number of American citizens “don’t feel they are represented by the extremities 

anymore,” regardless of their political denomination. They feel that “the real voice of the 

people has been muted by the loudest voices.” So his plea to politicians and news anchors 

around the nation is simple: “Take it down a notch for America.”  
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Stewart says the idea for the protest was sparked by recent heated political 

debates over immigration, the 2010 midterm elections, and a Muslim community center 

near Ground Zero. Numerous celebrity and musical guests such as Kid Rock and Sheryl 

Crow will support the cause of bringing calm, reasonable debate back to the news. And 

Stewart has hit a sore spot in American society: As of October 11, 2010, over 200,000 

people have said they plan to attend the event, according to the rally’s Facebook page. 

 With this number, the demonstration is on course to well outpace attendance at 

Beck’s rally, estimated by an independent research firm to be around 87,000 people. 

Largely responsible for this achievement is Stewart’s active fan base, which has already 

started to organize transportation and alternative events. On Facebook, satellite rallies are 

being planned in every major city in the United States. Additionally, fans from all over 

the country are leasing buses to attend the event, even from distant states such as 

Oklahoma. In arguably the boldest support to date, the Huffington Post has announced 

that it will charter buses to drive an unlimited number of attendees from its headquarters 

in New York City to the National Mall. 

 For more information about the rally, please contact Simon Stuchlik at (724) 757-

5396 or by email at simon.stuchlik@email.stvincent.edu. 

 Jon Stewart, 48, has hosted The Daily Show since 1999. His satirical angle on 

daily politics and news has earned him critical acclaim, including 11 Emmy Awards. But 

despite his popularity in terms of news, particularly among young adults, Stewart doesn’t 

consider himself a journalist. Instead, he seeks to raise awareness about the absurdity of 

politics today, which he considers entertaining by default. The Rally to Restore Sanity 

and/or Fear, his first political event, is a direct extension of Stewart’s views; that the 

extremism in politics today is a farce and that moderation is dearly needed.  
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⇒ The Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear is a political event co-hosted by comedians Jon 

Stewart and Steven Colbert to protest the political extremism in today’s media 

 

⇒ The protest is not meant to endorse either one of the political parties, but instead seeks to 

encourage dialogue between the different sides of the political aisle and corporation beyond 

partisan lines. 

 

⇒ The event will take place on Saturday, October 30, 2010, from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm on the 

National Mall in Washington, D.C. It will be televised on Comedy Central. 

 

⇒ Organizers expect over 100,000 people to attend the event, with millions watching on 

television and online via a live-stream on http://www.comedycentral.com/dcrallylive/. 

 

⇒ The rally is sponsored by cell phone producer LG, The Hershey Company, and automobile 

manufacturer Volkswagen in order to ensure a commercial-free telecast. 

  

⇒ According to Stewart, the event will be a mix between musical acts; comedy segments; a 

presentation of medals to citizens who have inspired the hosts with their reasonableness; 

and a keynote speech by Stewart as the grand finale of the rally. 

 

⇒ Musical guests will include (in order of appearance) The Roots, John Legend, Yusuf 

(formerly known as Cat Stevens), Ozzie Osbourne, The O’Jays, Mavis Staples and Jeff 

Tweedy, Kid Rock, Sheryl Crow, and Tony Bennett. 

 

⇒ Other celebrity guests expected at the rally are Don Novello as Fr. Guido Sarducci (a 

fictional character from Saturday Night Live), Sam Waterston (Law & Order), Mick Foley 

(professional wrestler), and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (Hall of Fame basketball player) 

 

⇒ All proceeds of the event will be donated to the Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to restoring and improving the National Mall. 

 

⇒ For more information, please contact Simon Stuchlik at (724) 757-5396, via E-mail at 

simon.stuchlik@email.stvincent.edu, or visit http://www.rallytorestoresanityandorfear.com. 
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 When the 1980 yearbook of Lawrence High School in New Jersey listed a certain 

Jonathan Stewart Leibowitz as having the best sense of humor in his class, few of the 

teachers were surprised. “He was very funny,” his 12
th
 grade English teacher Larry 

Nichol recounts. “Not in the sense that he would tell funny stories, more quick, witty.” 

Yet even his classmates wouldn’t have thought that just 30 years later, Leibowitz had 

become one of the most influential comedic and political voices of the United States. 

 As a child, Leibowitz played varsity soccer and dreamed of becoming a 

professional soccer player. He continued playing the sport in college at William and 
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Mary, but his career was cut short by injuries; a blessing in disguise perhaps, as it 

allowed him to focus on his second passion. In 1987, three years after his college 

graduation, Leibowitz landed his first standup gig at a comedy club in the West Village 

of New York City. If he had dreamed of success, it wouldn’t come easy: the emcee had 

trouble announcing his name, and he was booed off the stage halfway through his act.

 But Leibowitz wouldn’t be himself if he had given up. He promptly changed his 

stage name to Jon Stewart and went on to perform in comedy clubs throughout the New 

York City area, along with several appearances on MTV and A&E comedy shows. 

Stewart gained national attention through being a frequent guest on David Letterman’s 

Late �ight on �BC, and eventually became the host of his first show on MTV in 1993. 

By 1998, Stewart had appeared in Hollywood movies, HBO standup competitions, and 

countless TV shows. But what others would call a successful career was only the 

beginning for him. On January 11, 1999, Stewart replaced host Craig Kilborn on Comedy 

Central’s up-and-coming The Daily Show. 

 The program, a satirical review of daily politics in the United States, offered the 

perfect opportunity for Stewart to combine his comedic talents with a passion for politics 

that he had developed as a teenager “We always talked politics,” Mike Flood, a college 

classmate and soccer teammate remembers. “Neither of us was a particularly strong 

Reagan fan.” But combining the two can be difficult, as Stewart found out after 

September 11, 2001.  “We sit in the back and throw spitballs,” he told his audience 

during a serious moment when returning to his show after the terror attacks. “But we can 

never forget the fact that it is a luxury in this country that allows us to do that.” Stewart 

still considers himself a comedian, but also concedes that his show is “about things we 

care about, so naturally it is informed by relevant issues and important information.” 
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 Since Stewart has become the host and producer of The Daily Show, the program 

has gotten much critical acclaim; thanks in large part to the fact that Stewart is not only a 

popular comedian but also an influential media and social critic. Since 1999, the show 

has been nominated for 22 and won 11 Emmy Awards. It was also honored twice for 

“Outstanding Achievement in News and Information” by the Television Critics 

Association – ahead of traditional news outlets. Guests on the show have included former 

Presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton and John 

McCain, celebrity icons Tom Cruise and George Clooney, and most recently current 

President Barack Obama. According to surveys, Stewart’s combination of comedy and 

politics has led to the majority of young men and women listing The Daily Show as their 

primary source of television news.  

 True to his unique combination of comedy and criticism, Stewart first started 

raising awareness against verbal extremism in politics and news during an appearance on 

CNN’s Crossfire in 2004; the video of which quickly became an internet sensation. But 

since then, little has changed in the U.S. media and political landscape. So it should come 

as no surprise that with The Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear, co-hosted by his 

colleague and close friend Steven Colbert, Stewart takes his cause one step further. 

Political partisanship and animosity, according to Stewart, are “hurting America.” 

Something needs to happen for constructive bipartisanship to be possible once again; 

with an objective media reporting, not opinionating, the news. That something, he 

believes, can come in the form of a political rally. 

 In many ways, the Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear is a perfect climax of 

Stewart’s career, a symbiosis of his comedic talent and political concerns. What’s next 

for Jon Stewart? Only one thing seems certain: he is far from the end of his journey. 
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 How does a professional wrestling icon participate and even receive a medal in a 

rally that advocates moderation? Mick Foley, known during the majority of his career for 

launching himself at competitors and engaging in violent conflict under the alias of 

‘Mankind’, certainly seems misplaced at an event that aims to restore compromise and 

calm conversation. But only at first sight. In fact, Foley’s presence in Jon Stewart’s Rally 

to Restore Sanity and/or Fear makes a lot more sense than his wrestling career might 

suggest. 
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 Michael Francis Foley was born in 1965 in Long Island, New York. Even as a 

child, he dreamed of becoming a professional wrestler; often skipping school in order to 

hitchhike to Madison Square Garden and watch his idol, Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka, fight. 

After college, Foley pursued his wrestling career, and finally achieved his ultimate dream 

when winning the World Wrestling Federation Championship in December 1998 against 

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. When he retired from wrestling two years later, ‘Mankind’ 

had won three solo championships along with eight tag-team championships. 

 But Foley’s fame is comprised of more than just wrestling. In 1999, he published 

his first autobiography, followed by a second two years later - both books became #1 

New York Times bestsellers. Foley has also written three children’s books and two Adult 

fiction novels. His latest work, Countdown to Lockdown, is another critically acclaimed 

memoir that was released in September 2010. This project highlights another passion of 

the former wrestler, as he will donate all profits to the Rape Abuse Incest National 

Network (RAINN). According to Foley, donating the proceeds of his book to RAINN 

“felt like the right move and the right thing to do.” 

 Foley’s involvement in RAINN is just one example of his active charity support. 

He has participated in multiple Make-A-Wish Foundation events, including numerous 

visits to children in hospitals and schools. He also sponsors several children in need 

through ChildFund International, as well as education centers and schools in Mexico, the 

Philippines, and Sierra Leone. Moreover, Foley has paid multiple visits to injured 

military officers in the Washington, D.C. area in order to show support and raise troop 

morale. 



Page 3 of 3 

- ### - 

 Foley is also a gifted public speaker and standup comedian, which has led him 

into Stewart’s realm of expertise. The two have become close friends, and the former 

wrestler has been a guest on Stewart’s The Daily Show multiple times. In November 

2009, Foley first appeared on the show as its “Senior Ass Kicker,” defending 10-year-old 

Will Phillips who refused to say the Pledge of Legions in school because he felt that 

homosexuals in the United States are not treated with equal dignity. After Stewart ran a 

segment on Phillips being bullied by classmates because of his remarks, Foley walked 

onto the set and jestingly promised to “bring a world of pain” to anybody teasing or 

harassing the student. For his unique way of defending moderation and equal rights, 

Foley will be awarded one of Jon Stewart’s ‘Medals of Reasonableness’ at the upcoming 

Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear. 
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 Fittingly launched on April Fool’s Day in 1991, Comedy Central is the only 

comedy-only cable network in the United States. It was founded as a result of the merger 

between The Comedy Channel, created by Time Warner in 1989, and its competitor Ha!, 

owned by Viacom since 1990. When Viacom bought Time Warner’s 50% share of the 

unified channel in 1993, Comedy Central officially became a part of the corporation’s 

illustrious MTV �etworks portfolio containing brands such as MTV, VH1, �ickelodeon, 

and SpikeTV.  

 The channel’s programming includes popular shows such as South Park, 

Futurama, and The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, as well as performances by various 

standup comedians including Bill Maher and Gabriel Iglesias. Comedic spoof movies like 

Young Frankenstein and �ot Another Teen Movie also air regularly, as do shows such as 

Comedy Central Presents that present outlets for lesser known comedians. Since its 

inception, Comedy Central has expanded rapidly. Today, more than 98 million homes in 

the United States alone have access to the network, enjoying the experience together with 

a rapidly growing audience in Germany, New Zealand, Israel, and around the globe. In 

summer 2010, Comedy Central was rated the #1 cable network during prime time among 

men between the ages of 18 and 34. 
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 The network is headquartered in New York City, the same location as its flagship 

program - The Daily Show, which offers satirical commentary on daily politics and news. 

It has been hosted by Jon Stewart since 1999, when he took over the job from Craig 

Kilborn three years after the show’s 1996 initiation. While Kilborn’s specialty was 

personality-driven humor, Stewart has taken a more politically motivated approach. From 

Mondays to Thursdays at 11 p.m., viewers can watch Stewart offer a “fake news 

program” during which he satirically reviews current issues and asks critical questions to 

political and celebrity guests. And his approach is paying off. In October 2010, The Daily 

Show earned an average of 1.3 million viewers between the ages of 18 and 49, beating 

out Jay Leno’s Tonight Show and David Letterman’s Late Show for the most watched 

show during its timeslot.  

 

Contact:    Simon Stuchlik, Communications Director 

Phone: (724) 757-5396 

   Email: simon.stuchlik@email.stvincent.edu 

    


